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scribed in the Vedic ritual but specially ordained for
Janmejaya. Serpent after serpent was sacrificed or put
to death and in terror Takshaka ran to Indra for shelter.
A Brahmin now saved Takshaka in the person of
Astika, who was born of a serpent- mother and who pro-
mised to use his influence with Janmejaya to save his
mother's kindred. He appeared before- the king and
having pleased him by his praises and his learning ask-
ed a boon of him which he granted. " Spare the lives of
those serpents," said he, "who are yet alive," and the
kingsaid " Amen," Astika was ever since revered by the
serpents as their saviour, and to this day whenever a
Hindu sees a serpent, he cries "Astika/' a Astika," and
the serpent, it is believed, does no harm.
It was at the Sarpasatra that the poem composed by
Vyasa is said to have been recited to Janmejaya by
Vaishampayana. And this does not seem unnatural.
Janmejaya would undoubtedly be anxious to know the
details of the great war fought by his illustrious
ancestors in which Takshaka, the enemy he now
pursued, fought against them. Having heard the great
poem and having finished the serpent-sacrifice or the
campaign against the serpents by granting an amnesty
to the survivors, Janmejaya returned (so the Maha-
bharata relates ) from Takshashila to Hastinapura. It
thus appears probable that the Bharata was first recited
in Takshashila.
Janmejaya, son of Parikshit, was no doubt a powerful
king known not only for his Sarpasatra ,or campaign
against the Nagas but also for the horse-sacrifice he
performed. His horse-sacrifice was, according to the